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Guide for Discussion Leaders 

You have been asked to guide your peers through a discussion of a WWII propaganda poster. 

Please instruct your classmates to do the following: 

H a n d o u t  2

Discussion Leader One 

1. Have the group decide on the remaining roles if they

haven’t yet been assigned. You will need another

discussion leader, a scribe, and two presenters.

2. Have your group members describe the poster aloud.

What, on the most basic level, does the poster show

and say?

3. Lead your group in a discussion of the poster. Include the

following questions:

a. Who is the intended audience of this poster? How

can you tell?

b. What message does the poster attempt to convey to

this audience?

c. How does the poster convey its message?

4. Pass this sheet to the second discussion leader. If there is

not a second leader, continue yourself with the questions

in the next column.

Discussion Leader Two 

5. Have each group member give his or her theory of what

prompted this poster’s creation.

a. What do you know about the cultural or political

climate at the time the poster was created that could

have influenced the artist?

b. Propaganda is meant to influence the opinion of its

audience. Which opinions of its audience are the cre-

ators of the poster attempting to change?

c. What action does the poster hope to inspire?

6. Ask the members of your group to think about what

information a presentation on this poster should include.

Have everyone brainstorm for your report and outline

the presentation using the scribe’s notes as a guide.

7. Tie up any loose ends. Ensure your group is ready to

present your poster to the class.
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Contemporary Propaganda? 

Go through periodicals in your home or at your local library or search the Internet to find a contemporary image that could 

be considered propaganda. Then analyze this image in a well-developed paragraph. 

You may use the questions below for guidance but need not answer all of them. Be sure to take time to organize your writ-

ing. Don’t simply answer the questions in order. 

Attach a copy of the image to your writing when you are finished. 

Questions to consider: 

1. Who made the image? Did a single artist, a company, or an organization produce it?

2. Does knowing the author of the piece encourage you to read it differently? If so, how?

3. Who is the intended audience of this piece? What about the image leads you to this conclusion?

4. What ideas does that audience have that this piece attempts to influence?

5. How successful do you think this piece would be at influencing those ideas? Why?

6. Should this piece be considered propaganda? Why, or why not?

H a n d o u t  3
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Moving Images H a n d o u t  4

As a group, go over each of the moments you summarized in the film. Then decide the six most important moments. 

Record your summary of the narration and images below. Next, describe the filmmaker’s purpose or message in this 

moment. Be ready to explain how the words spoken and images on the screen support this message. 

Spoken Words Images and Video Purpose or Message 
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